
Our new Executive Director is Will 

Boettner, a professional geologist with 

more than 30 years of scientific and 

administrative experience.  He is mar-

ried to Debbie Boettner, one of the two 

medical professionals in Wheeler 

County.  They have a son, Matthew who 

worked as firefighter this summer for 

the Oregon Department of Forestry and 

two black Labrador retrievers named 

Jake and Blue.  He is formally trained 

in paleontology, hydrogeology, archae-

ology and sedimentology.  He is also an 

experienced caver and has done cave 

paleontology in a number of western 

states focusing on Pleistocene age ver-

tebrate fossils.  He and his family live in 

Fossil, Oregon and, unbelievably, his 

personal car license plate for the past 

ten years has read ñFOSSILò. 

Will graduated from the University of 

Texas and began his career with the 

United States Geological Survey.  After 

6 years of research work, he joined a 

national environmental consulting firm 

and spent more than 25 years as a Pro-

ject Manager, Program Manager and 

Program Director.  He ultimately be-

came a Vice President of é...conôt. pg 2 

Senator Wyden Breaks Ground on New Field Center  

On August 3, 2008, Oregon Senator 
Ron Wyden, golden shovel in hand, 
broke the ground for the long 
awaited Paleo Lands Field Center in 
Fossil, Oregon. The Field Center, 
now well on the way to completion, 
is the new home of the Oregon Paleo 
Lands Institute, a hub for hands -on 
natural history education, explora-
tion, and ecotourism,  in Oregonôs 
spectacular John Day Fossil Beds 
region.  It complements the Na-
tional Park Serviceôs  new Thomas 
Condon Paleontology Center in 
Kimberly, whose focus is the Age of 
Mammals and fossil research.     

Senator Wyden worked to secure a                   
$250,000 Congressional appropriation 
for this phase of the Field Center. The 
Institute aims to match and double this 
phase with more classrooms and exhib-
its. One planned exhibit is a metal sculp-
ture of a Plesiosaur, a 100-million year 
old marine reptile, developed by Mitchell 
High School students. 

Since 2006, OPLI has launched new Ore-
gon Adventures education programs for 
all ages, assisted and supported by 
Wheeler County, a coalition of 15 federal, 
state, and local partners, and other gen-
erous grants and donors. This year 
Wheeler County granted the Paleo Lands 
Institute a 99 -year lease for the Field 
Center site. Our new facility will become 
the destination center and jumping -off 
point for educational activities, helping 
travelers and residents explore and un-
derstand the paleo lands region. The 
opening of the Field Center creates a 
unique place in Fossil for continued de-
velopment of  geoeducation, edutourism, 
and ecotourism programs that will en-
hance the experience of visitors to this 
special and amazing placeðOregonôs 
Paleo Lands. 
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OPLIôs Executive Director, Will 

Boettner at  the Clarno Pali-

sades             photo: Debbie Boettner 

Senator Ron Wyden accepts a casting 
of a Megatylopus skull from OPLI 
Programs Director, Dr. Ellen Bishop. 
Megatylopus lived in Haystack Valley, 
near Spray, about 20  million years 
ago. Senator Wyden promised to find 
an honored place in his office for the 
skull.                             Photo: Jon Fessler 

Our mission: Protect, promote, and edu-
cate about Oregonôs ancient and living 
landscapes, including the Earthôs most 
accessible place to view the past 50 mil-
lion years of life, while supporting the 
rural communities of the John Day Basin.  

Articles contributed by: Will Boettner, Dr. Ellen 

Morris-Bishop, Kelly Riley 
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Paleo Gallery 
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Will Boettner continued ...     CH2MHILL responsible for government environmental programs nation -wide.  His 

range of scientific experience includes working in diverse climates throughout the deserts of the southwestern United 

States, the U.S. and Canadian arctic and several research projects in Greenland.  His scientific interests include cli-

mate change as demonstrated by changing fossil assemblages, glaciers in the U.S. and Greenland and changing 

ground water supplies.  His professional work involved restoration of riparian wetlands, design/build of environ-

mental restoration projects for habitat enhancement recovery, and ground water studies. 

His geologic career began at age 7 when a nearby construction project exposed extensive deposits of Pennsylvanian 

age coal swamps.  Using his little red wagon to haul samples, he quickly buried his motherôs flower gardens in fossil 

ferns and cycad logs.  From that point on, his idea of a great souvenir on a family trip consisted of one or more rocks.  

Now, thousands of pounds of rock later, his wife still has to graciously cope with rocks rolling out from under car seats 

and his persistent belief that rocks represent the epitome of home decorating style. 

He has always been a ñdirty bootsò geologist and loves leading field trips for school classes and families.  His personal 

philosophy is that there are no bad field days and he is ardent supporter of the ñNo Child Left Insideò approach to sci-

ence and natural history education. 

Please come and join Will for any or all of Oregon Paleo Lands Instituteôs exciting outdoor adventure trips.  He prom-

ises that you will go home really dirty and loaded down with rocks and fossils. 

The art trail at the Paleo Bookshop and Gallery began with the first 

opening in June. The gallery featured local artists and/or artwork that 

represented the landscape and natural environment of the John Day 

Basin.  Art openings were held monthly and were well attended by 

appreciative viewers.  A big thank you to the artists : Roger Holly, Fos-

sil, Oregonðoil paintings of diverse subjects; Hyon Fielding, Fossil, 

Oregonðwatercolor and acrylics, landscapes regional and beyond; 

Donna Quick-Polka, Antelope, Oregonðoil on canvas, western land-

scapes, horses; June Underwood, Portland, Oregonðregional land-

scapes in oils. 
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Fall Fundraiser Kickoff - by Will Boettner  

Fresh from another successful season of educational adventure trips and the open-

ing of our new Field Center, we are asking for your support.  With the opening of 

our Field Center, we now can provide a location where teaching and exploring come 

together in the geologically significant John Day Basin.  Nowhere else on Earth is such a complete and diverse re-

cord of the past 50 million years so accessible to our exploration.  Entering the winter months, OPLI staff are devel-

oping and conducting new educational programs for the fall and winter school classes.  We are planning a superb 

selection of family geotourism adventures for the summer months and installing new exhibits in the Field Center.  

Our 2009 program is based on this yearôs Earth Science month ñNo Child Left Insideò approach that connects our 

kids to science learning and outdoor experience.  Since complex environmental challenges are rapidly becoming 

daily news for our nation and the world, it is essential that our students be equipped with the ability to understand 

and respond to these challenges.  Under the increasing requirements in public education to ñteach to the testò, time 

for field trips and outdoor activities is being squeezed out of our studentôs lives.  Oregon Paleo Lands Institute exists 

to bridge the gap that widens with every day.  We offer teachers, students and families the chance to directly experi-

ence the observational aspects of environmental science, complete with the dirt and the rocks, that is difficult to 

actually understand when watching videos, TV or PBS specials.   

Your support will directly affect the quality of outdoor education on topics ranging from the natural resources we 

depend upon daily to the wider ranging questions of changes in our Earth and environment that will change the 

lives of our kids and their kids.  


