
OPLI  FIELD SCHOOL, ADVENTURES,  &  CUSTOM TRIP  POLICIES: 
 

Oregon Paleo Lands Institute 
401 Fourth Street, P.O. Box 104 

Fossil, Oregon 97830 
541-763-4480   www.paleolands.org 

 
The Oregon Paleo Lands Institute is a 501c3 non-profit whose mission is to preserve, protect, and educate about 

Oregon’s ancient and living landscapes, especially those of the John Day Basin, while supporting rural communities.   

Our trips are meant to engage your skills and senses in learning more about Oregon’s outdoors.  

 

We welcome participants of all ages. Many of our classes involve rigorous physical activities.  Participants assume 

some degree of personal risk and should be in good physical condition for most of our outdoor classes,  adventures, 

workshops, and Family Trips. OPLI trips are accompanied by an OPLI staff or guide with first aid training and 

knowledge of the back-country. However, trip participants are responsible for accepting the risks involved, ensuring 

their own safety, and informing their guide of any health or safety concerns.  Our field school, adventures, and custom 

trips usually explore places where there is no cell-phone service and rugged conditions prevail.  

 

Field School: Educational (and adventurous!) trips both locally and statewide developed and guided by us, with no 

outside collaboration.  

Adventures: Trip provided in collaboration with an outfitter or guide outside of OPLI, but with OPLI guidance, 

development, and information. Our Cascades Llama Trek is an example: We plan and arrange the trip and travel plan; 

our collaborating outfitter provides llamas and food. 

Custom Trips are those that are not pre-developed or offered in our catalogue, and we arrange a day or more  to your 

specifications, provide a guide and assist you in discovering the John Day Basin. 

 
Risk and Responsibility 
All of our programs are conducted in the field and usually involve moderate trail hiking, cycling, rafting, or 

other risk-laden activities. Your participation in our programs acknowledge that you recognize that outdoor 

activities carry risk.  Participants should be in good physical condition and prepared to spend full days 

outdoors. We ask that you stay close to the instructor and group at all times, especially while hiking. Leaving 

the group may increase risks to your personal safety, as well as that of the group if you need to be located, or 

become separated, and will certainly be an inconvenience for all. Cycling and water-based adventures have 

special safety concerns and require preparation. Please read and follow the class letter recommendations. 
 

We may encounter rattlesnakes, rocky terrain, poison ivy, ticks, inclement weather and other challenging and 

unpredictable circumstances. Protective, activity-appropriate clothing, sturdy foot-wear, sunscreen, rain gear, 

insect repellent, and a sense of humor are advised. Participants assume full responsibility for their own safety 

and must provide their own health and accident insurance. You must sign a health/risk declaration before the 

trip begins, and provide any medical or other specialized supplies needed for your safety.  

 

Cancellation Policy 
Our programs proceed rain, snow, heat or cold. Please come prepared for the weather and back-country! 

Participant cancellations received 21 or more days before the start of a class will receive a full refund minus 

a 20%  handling  fee. Participant cancellations for any reason  received less than 21 days before the start of a 

class will not receive a refund. (But think on the bright side…your contribution will also become a tax-

deductible contribution to OPLI.)  If low enrollment, severe weather, or other situations force us to cancel a 

class, participants will receive a full refund or transfer option. 
 

Detailed Class I nformation 
Class letters will be mailed approximately two weeks before each class. Please read your letter carefully. It 

contains important information including accommodations, directions, start and end times and a general 

itinerary. If you have any questions, give us a call – we’ll be happy to assist you. 



Weather  
We believe there is no such thing as bad weather, only inappropriate clothing and gear! Our programs 

proceed rain or shine. Appropriate rain gear, clothing and footwear are very important. A recommended gear 

and clothing list will be included in your class letter. Please take this seriously. Weather in the John Day 

Basin and across Oregon is variable, and you may encounter very hot weather one day, and rain and even 

snow the next.  
 

Carbon-Neutra l: Starting in 2008, we will make our trips as carbon-neutral as possible and work to 

minimize their carbon footprint.  See additional pages for description of our local program that restores 

riparian and upland vegetation, while sequestering carbon, and is locally administered. We make every effort 

to reduce the carbon footprint of your trip. Your trip cost includes a small contribution to our carbon fund to 

offset carbon produced on the trip. We welcome additional contributions—and additional contributions to 

offset your travel to OPLI,  as we continue to develop and certify this local program ! 

 
Children 
Children age 3 and older may come along on trips, unless designated as an “Age 12 and over” trip that 

includes rigorous activity (our cycling trips, for example) Children under the age of 6 are welcome to be 

added to the "family" registration of two adults at no charge. Some outings may not be appropriate for 

children under the age of 12, and are noted as such. All children, up to age 18,  must be supervised at all 

times by a parent or guardian. Please call us with questions.  
 

Alcohol and Controlled Substances:  Our classes and trips take place out-of doors, in situations where 

awareness and alertness are important for the safety and enjoyment of everyone in the group. Our policy is 

simply that we do not permit consumption or transportation of  alcohol or controlled substances while our 

group is on the trail, or en-route to or from the trail or educational outing.  
 

Dogs: We love dogs. Because of that, their safety  and comfort are important to us.  Our trips are not 

designed for dogs. Temperatures may get extremely hot, while water and shade are scarce. We also explore 

many places, such as national park lands, that prohibit dogs. Period. Our policy is that you should NOT bring 

your dog on an OPLI trip.  Our only exception is for service dogs. We urge you to leave your dog 

comfortably at home or in a secure boarding kennel.   If your vacation plans require you to bring  a dog, 

please call us ahead of time, and we will assist you in finding a secure and comfy local place to board Fido 

and Fluffy during your time with us.   
 

Collecting:  We love rocks and fossils, and also want to respect their value to the next visitor who can 

discover them in place—or the researcher who will learn from them and enrich everyone’s understanding of 

place and time.  Except on rare trips dedicated to collecting, our policy on our trips is to leave fossils, 

artifacts,  flowers, plants, and other finds in place, to take only pictures and leave only footprints.  However, 

we do support and applaud Wheeler High School and its fossil beds, and recommend that you collect there 

where facilities and education about the fossils and regional geology  are provided.  
 

Transporta tion: We will offer you the opportunity to travel in a well-maintained vehicle (Chevrolet 

Suburban) provided by our guides and/or instructors. However, if you wish to travel in your personal vehicle, 

or if there is insufficient room in the Suburban, or if you have special needs that we cannot accommodate in 

our vehicle, such as handicapped accessibility, we are happy to have you drive. We may ask you to car-pool 

and take other trip participants.  Mileage reimbursement is available in these situations, but not if you chose 

to drive  a personal vehicle  for convenience. 
 

Other Policies:  We ask that you do not smoke on our trips, as our trips encounter fire-prone forests and 

grasslands,  and smoking just seems out of place on a nice healthy hike. Please do not bring firearms. The 

wild animals you will encounter are not a threat, and firearms arms are out of place.  

 
Please call us if you have any questions about our  tr ips or  policies. We look forward to seeing you! 


